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August. He was told that unless he had come with
full powers to accept the German proposals (which
had not yet been told to the Polish Government or
to the Ambassador) his visit was useless.
The visit was indeed useless. The German
travesty of the British plan had served its flimsy
purpose.1 All preparations were complete, and on
i September German troops crossed the Polish
frontier, and German aeroplanes began the bom-
bardment of Polish towns, while Hitler announced
the reunion of Danzig to the Reich. The British
and French Governments sent a warning note to
Germany that they would fulfil their obligations to
Poland unless the Germans suspended 'all aggres-
sive action' against Poland, and were prepared
'promptly to withdraw their forces from Polish
territory'.2
There remained one faint hope of preventing a
European war. On 31 August Mussolini had
suggested to the British and French Governments
a plan for a Five-Power Conference. The plan, in
accordance with the obvious wishes of Mussolini's
1 The last, and almost ludicrous, feature in this German make-
believe was an assertion, in November 1939, that, in order to lead
the Germans into a war which Great Britain had planned for the
destruction of the Reich, the British Government deliberately
deceived the German Government in saying that the Poles had
given their consent to direct Polish-German negotiations. It is
difficult to understand why, if the British Government had wished
for war, they should have urged these direct negotiations upon
Poland and Germany alike. In any case, the facts speak for them-
selves. In addition to the evidence in the British Blue Book, the
British Government subsequently published the telegram giving
the Polish consent. In the German White Book (December,
1939) on the origins of the war this telegram is ignored, and in the
preface to the book (signed by Ribbentrop) the charge is again
repeated.                          a British Blue Book, p. 168 (i Sept.).